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UNIT 1: Personal Investigation UNIT 2: Externally Set 
Assignment  

Overview Overview
• Personal Investigation 

(including a Related Study)
• 60% of total for A level
• Maximum Mark - 120
• You will produce one or 

more final outcomes. 
• Work is assessed by your 

tutor and externally 
moderated.

• 40% of total for A level
• Maximum Mark - 80
• This is an externally set 

assignment, which begins in 
February of the second year.

• You will sit a 15 hour exam in 
which you must produce a 
final outcome. This usually 
takes place in May. 

• Work is assessed by your 
tutor and externally 
moderated.

A LEVEL FINE ART Photography - UNIT INFORMATION
Fine art requires engagement with aesthetic and intellectual concepts through the use of 
traditional and/or digital media, materials, techniques and processes for the purpose of self-
expression, free of external constraints. 
Fine art may be created to communicate ideas and messages about the observed world, the 
qualities of materials, perceptions, or preconceptions. It can also be used to explore personal 
and cultural identity, society and how we live, visual language, and technology.
Fine Art allows us to consider and reflect on our place in the world, both as individuals and 
collectively.





Lesson 1

Visual elements:
Line, Shape, Form, Tone, Colour, Space, Texture

Some ‘Rules’ of composition

Juxtaposition
Symmetry
Repetition
Rule of thirds
Rule of odd and even
Rule of space
Simplification
Balance



Researching photographers…

•You will regularly have to carry out independent 
research into photography techniques, styles or specific 
artists and photographers. To ensure that you are successful, 
use the following to help you:

Find a photographer that inspires you. Select the photo that 
gives you the most ideas and print it out ready to present in 
your book. Write down the name of the photographer and if 
you can find it, make note of the title of the image.

•See if the photographer says anything about their style, 
influences or photography technique – if they do, print this 
to help you later.

•Use some of these questions to help you, and always use key 
words to achieve the best marks:
• How does the photographer take his photos?
•What camera settings and photography techniques 
do they use?
•What formal elements do they use and how?
•What effect does this have on the images?
•What kind of editing is used?
•How does this affect the way you view the photos?
•What do you like about the style? Be specific and explain 
your answer.
•How does this photographer give you ideas for your own 
work? How will you take inspiration from them?

Key Words

Camera settings
Macro, fast or slow shutter speed, zoom, focus, aperture, 
panoramic,

Formal elements
Shape, Texture (natural or man made), Pattern (natural or man 
made, Line, Tone (shadows), Lighting (see highlights on 
something, eg. shine), Colour (Bright, dull, contrasting, 
monotone), Composition (centred, off centre, to the side of the 
photo), viewpoint, Framing (line up edges of photo with edges 
of subject)

Viewpoints
Distance, perspective, angles, distorted, birds eye, aerial, forced 
perspective, illusion, close up, macro

Photoshop
Brightness, contrast, hue and saturation, layers, filters, curves, 
colour splash, de-saturate, crop, select, magic wand tool, levels, 
erase, alter, manipulate, enhance, change, develop, correct

Darkroom process
Aperture, enlarger, exposure timing, negatives, developer, stop 
bath, fixer, wash, under exposed, over exposed, focus, blur

Portraiture
Traditional, environmental, candid, lifestyle, surreal, conceptual, 
abstract, emotion, mood, facial expression, eye contact, gaze, 
pose, position, interaction, engaging the viewer, character, close 
up, full length, head shot

Writing about Photography



When you are writing about how you FEEL about the 
piece you could use…Mood
•The photograph gives the impression of…
•The photographer gives a sense of….
•There is a suggestion of…
•There is a feeling of…
•The immediate impact this image has on me is…
•
When you are writing about the STRUCTURE of the 
piece of art you could discuss…Composition (the layout 
of the piece, is it in thirds? Off centre?)
•What is in the Foreground/mid-ground/background? 
(where is the focus?)
•Diagonal/vertical/horizontal lines
•Form (what is the shape of the key objects in the image?)
•Layers (building it up, in Photoshop)

When you are writing about EFFECTS (filters or layers) 
you could use…Different lenses (wide angle, telephoto, 
macro)
•Balance of Curves, contrast, colour (with lots of 
expression)
•Filters- Glows, Vignette, Blur, render, sketch
•Cropping (this can massively change the way you read the 
image!)
•TONE – (is there lots of extreme black and white or soft 
mid-tones/greys?)

•When you are talking about CONTEXT (how it relates to 
other things) you should talk about:Influences (e.g. My 
photograph is influenced by the Photographer…)
•Does it look like any other Photographers work? How?
•Why did artists of this time choose to work this way?
•The culture of the time
•Are they influenced by FILM, PAINTING, 
THEATRE or MUSIC
•
When you are writing about COLOUR use words 
like…Saturated, de-saturated
•Warm, Cool, atmospheric
•Certain tints of one colour
•The Photographer has used a very limited 
colour palette (range)
•Complimentary colours (these look good together)
•Clashing colours (these look bad together)

When you are writing or talking about a STYLE of work 
refer to Photographic genres like…Portrait/Landscape
•Surrealist (dream-like, make-believe)
•Documentary (recording events, political, informative)
•Conceptual (with complex ideas and meaning)
•Media (news, magazine, newspaper)
•Fine Art ( geared towards galleries, can be very experimental 
and abstract)

Going for gold
Advanced analysis: Talking about a specific photograph
It is unnecessary to discuss everything in this list, but choose a few additional things to discuss

Writing about Photography





Composition is one of the most important things to think about in order to get a good photograph. It 
is basically the lay out of your picture. And the way you should purposefully select the way you lay 
out the things in your photo.
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• Remember…annotation must be 
demonstrating your technical 
understanding of materials and 
processes!

• Annotation must not be telling us 
something we can already see (eg
“this is a black and white 
photograph”) What artists have you 
linked your work to and why? How 
have you explored composition? How 
will you develop this idea further in 
your sketchbook?



Glossary.

To get a C or above in photography, you 
must use key words. Not only must you 
use them, but you need to understand 
them. Research the meaning of all of 
the following words and write a 
definition about their use in 
photography. Start with this list, we will 
add to it throughout the year.

Pixel
Filters
Polarizing filter
Post Processing
Vignette
Viewpoint
Angle
Zoom
Focus
Framing
Perspective

composition
rule of thirds
negative space
balance
depth of field
lens
shutter speed
aperture
DSLR
Macro
Noise

Flash
Contrast
monotone
manipulate
desaturate
Hue
Saturation



What is in the picture? 
Describe it in detail.

What kind of colours are 
in the picture?
What do they make you 
think about?

What mood or 
atmosphere is created in 
the picture? How does it 
make you feel and why?

What is your opinion of this 
photograph? Be specific and 
explain yourself fully.

Where has the photograph 
been taken?
Describe the setting or 
scene.

What formal elements 
can you talk about in 
this picture? Can you 
describe the lighting/ 
composition/ 
viewpoints/pattern/ 
textures?

What message do you 
think the 
photographer wants 
to communicate to 
you? What is the work 
about

What ideas could you take from this 
photographer to inspire your own 
photography?

Salvador Dali/ Philippe Halsman
Dali Atomicuscirca 1948



Here you are 
demonstrating your 
understanding of the 
artists you have 
explored in your 
sketchbook in order to 
produce a final 
outcome. Your final 
ideas must be a 
personal response to 
your theme






