
Theory and Methods knowledge organiser 

Key terms 

The definition of Sociology =  The systematic study of society and its institu-

tions  

Social Sciences = are a group of subjects which focus on society and how it functions as well 

as how the individuals within that society function and behave. They include Sociology, Psy-

chology and Politics.  

Social Institutions = structures in society which influence how society is structured and man-

aged, they include: the family, media, education and government.  

Values = the goals that society tells us we should be aiming for in order to be considered a 

success.  

Norms = the unwritten rule of behaviour within a society. The rules which the difference be-

tween right and wrong as well as rude and polite.  

Consensus theory = one which believes that the institutions of society are working together to 

maintain social cohesion and stability  

Structural theory = one which looks at how the social institutions influence the running of soci-

ety and individuals behaviour.  

 

 
Sociology & Science 

YES  -  

Positivist Approach 

 Durkheim 

“Suicide” 

NO 

Interpretivist approach 

 Karl Popper  

Value Freedom 

Value freedom refers 

to the ability of re-

searchers to keep their 

own personal biases 

and opinions out of the 

research which they are 

conducting.  

Positivists believe that all 

sociology should be 

value free, while post-

modernists believe that 

value freedom is impos-

sible and undesirable.  

Social Policy  

Social policy is a very 

broad term to refer to 

any actual or proposed 

government action or 

programme that im-

pacts on society. While 

that could arguably be 

all government policy, it 

usually refers to policies 

designed to improve 

human welfare, such as 

initiatives relating to 

social security, health, 

education and crime 

and justice.  


