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Figurative Form 

 

Figurative Art refers to art made that is about or informed by the figure, it is 

usually a form of representational art – art that looks like reality.  

 

Gestural refers to work that shows the action of the artist, i.e. the marks made 

show the direction, force and movement of the artists brush.  

 

Artists explore ideas and processes independently but exist in a wider history, 

often building on the work of others but adapting these to address personal, 

cultural or universal themes.  

 

The phrase standing on the shoulders of giants refers to the process of leaning 

from people the great artists of the past.  

 

By stepping back from your art work you can see it clearer and are able to no-

tice compositional and proportional mistakes easier.  

 

Foreshortening is the effect of extreme perspective to create striking and dra-

matic images.  

 

Contextual refers to the (art) work of others, artists, designers, or cultures.  

Portraiture 

Chiaroscuro- Italian term which literally means 'light-dark'. In paintings the description re-

fers to clear tonal contrasts which are often used to suggest the volume and modelling of the 

subjects depicted. Artists who are famed for the use of chiaroscuro include Leonardo da Vinci 

and Caravaggio. 

Jessica Rimondi – Italian Painter who focuses on portraiture, using a combination of realism, 

gesture and abstraction.  

Best practice for research skills includes finding articles or interviews by the artist to obtain 

direct quote to illustrate points made. 

Research must use subject specific language and focus on process, intention and context of 

the work.  
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Developing a theme 
 
Sustained and focussed investigations are characterised by in-depth research and anaylsis, that identifies contextual factors 
that influence the work of own and other artists work. 
  
First hand observation means looking at work directly, in a gallery or less formal setting. 
  
Effective contextual references are directly to the intention of the work being developed. 
ie. Picasso’s Guernica painting would be a useful reference for work about conflict, alternatively, focussing more on visual ele-
ments, it could be used to inform a piece concerning abstraction. 
 
Adding the words ‘interview’ or ‘article’ to a web search about an artist is the most effective way fo making successful contex-
tual links, identifying the concepts, and practice of the selected artist, as opposed to biographical details or irrelevant infor-
mation. 
  
Working in series, producing multiple pieces with small changes and variation is the best way to show development and re-
finement. 
  
By understanding the properties of media, by knowing what marks and forms it takes it is possible to choose the best media 
for the chosen piece of work. 
  
Recording ideas is demonstrated by both the technical skill and overall impact of the work but also by the appropriate use of 
media. 
  
Personal and meaningful responses are outcomes that build on prior work,based on students own ideas. 
Realising intentions means successfully completing work that is planned, original, and makes reference to the work of others. 
  
Making connections between visual and other elements means how successful students are at learning from the work of oth-
ers, what specific visual elements, working practices, techniques or concepts has the student been inspired by and important-
ly, what have they added and how has this knowledge been used to inform their own  original work. 
  
Pastiche is a simple copy of the work of another, without any personal touches, this is to be avoided. 
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Personal project 
The related study is an extended written response that links to the main investigation project and explore the genre, subject matter, movement or historical framework of the overarching 
starting point, course of study or theme selected. 
  
The aim of the related study is to enable learners to develop their ability to communicate their knowledge and understanding of art historical movements, genres, practitioners and artworks, 
considering the way that these change and evolve within chronological and other frameworks. It also builds their understanding of the relationship between society and art: art historical 
terms, concepts and issues; methods of researching, investigating and analysing; and how works are interpreted and evaluated 
  
Writing for the Related study and when researching artists in general, should be more evaluative and analytical, rather than descriptive, critically analysing and developing insights into select-
ed historical and contemporary references 
  
A mind map should be presented creatively, showing technical skill and appropriate design decisions, linked to the chosen theme. A mind map is a visual piece that sets out your initial 
thoughts and planned routes of enquiry (what you intend to examine and explore during your project.) 
 
First hand observation means looking at work directly, in a gallery or less formal setting. 
  
Adding the words ‘interview’ or ‘article’ to a web search about an artist is the most effective way of making successful contextual links, identifying the concepts, and practice of the selected 
artist. 
 
Working in series, producing multiple pieces with small changes and variation is the best way to show development and refinement, reflecting critically on own work. 
Each media has different properties and uses, students working with paint for instance will explore ideas of translucence and opacity, using a range of tools to apply paint such as sticks, rags 
and brushes whilst sculptors will explore construction techniques, modelling, carving cutting etc… By understanding the properties of media, by knowing what marks and forms it takes ,it is 
possible to choose the best media for the chosen piece of work 
  
Overall students must demonstrate the appropriateness of the chosen media and the ability to realise the full potential of their ideas through the techniques employed. 
  
Recording ideas is demonstrated by both the technical skill and overall impact of the work but also by the appropriate use of media. 
  
Artists should understand the overall conventions of genres but not be restricted by them, deciding which characteristics to challenge and change. 
  
Personal and meaningful responses are outcomes that build on prior work,based on students own ideas. 
  
Realising intentions means successfully completing work that is planned, original, and makes reference to the work of others. 
  
Making connections between visual and other elements means how successful students are at learning from the work of others, what specific visual elements, working practices, techniques 
or concepts has the student been inspired by and importantly, what have they added and how has this knowledge been used to inform their own  orginal work. 
  
Pastiche is a simple copy of the work of another, without any personal touches, this is to be avoided. 
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