Normative Ethical Theories: Deontological Ethica (1)

Natural moral
law is both
legalistic and
absolutist.

Aristotle formed the classical foundation, which was based

around telos and eudaimonia. St Paul's Letters formed the biblical foundation.
Aquinas’ theory of natural law is heavily influenced by these two writings.

Aquinas tock up Aristotle’s ideas and combined them with Christian teachings
about God. He believed that morality could be derived from two different sources

~ the Bible and reason. He posited the key precepts, the primary precepts and
the secondary precepts in order to posit his idea of natural moral law.
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Absohutism:

That one version of morality holds in all places. at all
times, and for i people; it is universal. If it is a moral law
that persons ‘should not steal’ then they simply should not
steal: it is inherently wrong regardless of stuation

Legalism:

Natural Moral Law:

It is the ethical theary of the Catholie Church that
there is & law inherent in the world from God
which must be followed. It was first formulated by
St Themas Aquinas. He put forward his srgument o
in a series of precepts: ;

At the simplest level, legalism can be understood as saying that
when it comes to marality. we should make our decisions based
on previously established laws. Adherence to the laws of the
Tarah by Orthodox Jews and Muslim observance of Sharia law
constitute a legalistic approach to morality in this sense

\ Deontology stems from the Greek

) : word for duty. Deontological
. /’ .
=3 Of(ll. 'Law (]) 7 4 ethics are duty-based ethics.
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Key Precept:

The moral principle from which all else is derived: that
we shauld aim to do good and to avoid doing evil

Primary Precept:

Modern fidaptations

Modern example: from the primary precept of
‘preserve life’, the Catholic Church has argued
for the immorality of abortion based on the view
that it ends 3 life.

to the Theory,

Fundamental rules which can never be broken and from
which secondary precepts are drawn: preserve life,

reproduce, educate children, worship Bad, create an
orderly society.

[ Principle of Double {ffect ]
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Hoose argued that we should

Secondary Precept:
Rules developed on the basis af primary precepts.
deduced from primary precepts

M

Wien Gentiles, who do not possess the law, do
instinciively what the law requires, these, though
not having the law, are a law to themselves.

)

Double Effect while primary precepts
were absolute, Aquinas recognised
situations where it is not possible to do
good without also doing bad. It holds
that a bad consequence does not make
an act morally wrong so long as that »
bad consequence is not intended.

generally follow natural moral law
untll there Is a significant reason that
would mean it was fair to
temporarily set aside these rules.
Therefare, acts are not inherently or

always evil. Thisis proportionalism. |

that in a given situation it
becomes clear what is a

‘ Proportionalists would hold
‘ proportionate reason.

T

Romans 2:14
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‘Normative Ethical Theories: Deontological €thica (2)

Strengths ' ﬂvins is immoral according to natural law. It viofates \‘7/Uke the issue of theft, lying can also be considered to be \

! e Itis compatible with and common to the primary precept of worshipping God, much like permissible under proportionalist thinking. For example, if

: everyane, : theft, because it is directly forbidden in the Ten by lying you can save someone's life (thereby upholding the

: e Itis an objective theory - certain actions Commandments in Exodus. It is also considered to precept of the preservation of life) then a proportionalist

. are inherently right or wrong. violate the primary precept of pursuing an ordered such as Hoose would argue that this is a morally sound

' e Double effect and proportionalism givea society because falsehoeds create issues in action — even though it breaks the law of God. The same
degree of flexibility. communication within society, leading to malfunction. can be said regarding the precept of upholding of the

! » Evolutionary neuroscientists {e.g. Pinker) This is an example of divine command ethics, because ordered nature of society - if telling a lie serves the

: argue that some aspects of our moral \'t sources morality from the commands of a deity. / purpose of ensuring society remains ordered, then some
behaviour are determined genetically : [4)) proportionalists may consider this to be permissible. /
which might support the idea that morals ‘You shall not bear false
are instinctive or naturally instilled in us in witness against your neighbour’

L some way. : Exodus 20:16 NRSV ’a

"""""""""" The Tasue
Strengths and ‘Weaknesses /\ Cpmmmmmmman - % Theft is the deliberate

e : - ‘~\/\ o!muu} taking of an item or asset

' Weaknesses 1 ’ \ & > which does not belong to

i e Nature does not always seem to be good; ': ‘Nahlral. \' 'ﬂpplu:alwn wqum you. Lying Is the dehbegrate

' there are many things which are instinctual N 'Mora[, ‘Law (2) /S oj‘f]'w mw stating or omissicn of a

: to us that might not necessarily be moral. : \‘~~‘ ‘,/' fact or falsehcod.

| » Atheists are unlikely to follow this | TTmeemmTT

! supposedly universal ethic as it is ) [4))

inextricably tied to belief in God. ﬂ)wever, in some circumstances exceptions can be "1 *You shall not steal’ J [ The 1saue Qf 'I‘hzjt

i ® lIssues with infertility would challenge the made in natural law which would view theft as being Exodus 20:15 NRSV

: primary precept of the importance of the morally correct choice. For example, _J

! natural repreduction. : proportionalism would argue that as long as there is

| e It suffers from the naturalistic fallacy | a proportional reason to break a law, which upholds ﬂcording to natural law, theft is immoral. This is because

: {is/ought) — just because something is, itis a another precept, then it might be acceptable. it "i°:3“‘5 ahnumber of tfhe prir:arv p'eéests- For exa;nplee(;
leap of logic to infer that this makes a ! it violates the precept of worshipping God. It is consider

: statement about how something ought to be. | An example of this might be Jean Valjean from the to be worship to follow the commandments of God. To

. » Feminist critiques have posited that it could ! novel Les Misérables, who stole a loaf of bread to steal is against the commandments of God — as in the Ten

' be viewed as misogynist as the primary feed his starving niece. The primary precept of (¥ Commandments, it states that ‘you shall not steal’ (Exodus
precept of reproduction could reduce ' preservation of life would be deemed a proportional 20:15 NRSV). By breaking this rule, the primary precept of
women to only having value in their reason to steal. If stealing somehow serves the worshipping God is broken. Theft also viclates the primary
biological reproductive function. purpose of upholding the primary precept of an precept of pursuing an ordered society, as it

ordered society, then it can be considered to be violates the existing structures surrounding
acceptable in Bernard Hoose's proportionalism/ Qaterial possession and ownership laws.
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Normative Ethical Theories: Teleclogical Ethica (1)

s Fletcher did not think that legalism or living without any moral codes
whatsoever were attractive ways of living. Situationalism, Fletcher's
proposed idea, is positioned in the middle of the two. e J»

# On the one hand, unlike the antinomian, Fletcher believes people must
hawve some principle or concept to appeal to when making an ethical
decision. This is agape, and the maxims derived from it.

» On the other, unlike the legalist, Fletcher believes that these principles

' cannot be so absolute and inflexible as to require a decision which flies in

. Agape:
I the face of common sense, gap

. One of the Greak words for love, It is an
# This ethical theory is teleological because it is concerned with the leph‘}'lﬂldm’ & the Basica 01 atitude of generasity that expects

outcome of actions — whether actions result in the demonstration of love. Silualion fthica aathing in return. It is the love Jesus
Fletcher believes that there are four presuppositions and six principles showed humanity.
L which will enahle someone to make an appropriate moral response.

Antinomianism Situationalism Legalism

Teleological ethics is an ethical
* system which serves an end or purpose.

Fletcher’s 8ix Fundamental Principles J

/ 0

e = *Thou shalt love tn . . "
“The ruling norm of Christian decision is love: nothingelse’ | T===--- neiehboitr as el ff i adopted from Aristotle - it means 'end' or
& Yse - ‘purpose’. This is the root of the term

‘Love and justice are the same, for justice is love distributed, nothing else’ /_\_/ Matthew 22:39 sologloial
EIEDIDgICAl .

‘Love wills the neighbour's good, whether we like him or not’

‘Only one thing is intrinsically good; namely love: nothing else at all’ Telos is a Greek term which Aquinas

‘Only the end justifies the means, nothing else’

‘Love’s decisions are made situationally, not prescriptively’

Fletcher's four oot
presuppositions wplanation
i E.ﬂnkgmyndi i inati p : Maoral demands should be practical and achieve the intended outcome or
The fo undatmn for situation ethics developed in a time of change ragmatism Vioraldemands sho
worldwide in the 1960s and 1970s, including: o
*  Womenin the workforce Relativism All situations should be assessed on how best to demonstrate love, rather

than through following moral laws which use the words ‘never’ or "always’.

= VYigtnam War

Being able to say that ‘God is love’ on the basis of faith, not reason or human
Positivism experience. The moral agent has to decide, through their faith in God, that
love is the most important thing of all.

= fennedy assassination
= Civil rights movement
=  [Contraceptive pill and sexual revolution

Demands that the needs and importance of people are considered first, not
the demands of moral laws.

= Hippy and student culture | S——
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Normative €thical Theories: Teleological Ethica (2)

- Strengths '5 /" As with any application of situation ethics, the \‘ |/_The way in which a situation ethicist might approach this \
! ®  |tresponds to social and moral change, ! anly blanket rule to be applied here is the service guestion is not asking whether or not lying is wrong, it is

whether or not lying would serve agape. For example, if lying

meaning that it fits well with modern moral of love (agape). Greater value is placed on love
would save the life of an innocent human being, then it is

sentiment. § than on the value of truth. As with theft, lying is ani E s e

' o |tisin keeping with Jesus’ biblical rejection of | discouraged within traditional Christian discourse, the correct moral choice in that situation =it is made out of
legalism. ; which had a heavy emphasis on Christian love for that individual. However, if a lie is told in order to

i Itgives modern Christians who might be practice. As situation ethics is a Christian ethical avoid punishment, for Ex?“’_‘F”Er ”'_“E"" agape is not being

| uncomfortable with more traditional, ; ';\practice, this should be considered. | '\hser-.red and, therefore, this is considered to be immoral.

5 legalistic morality a way to practise their

: religious faith beyond the strict boundaries of ('

i natural law. Theft iz the deliberate taking of an item or asset which
i : i —_ : does not belang to you. Lying is the deliberate stating
i . It provides flexibility and responsibility. : he 1 p =

1 ) _ JAUE I !I.I.]I.g or omission of a fact or falsehood.

! »  Agapeis widely considered to be desirable — 0;f

few would consider ‘love’ to be an
undesirable end.

I T —

: Weaknesses

. Pope Pius X1l criticised it and emphasised |
moral law. For some Christians, such as i
those within the Catholic Church, this would |
be a significant issue. The Pope is considered |
to be the closest person to God, and the i

fApplication to the Tasues =
of Theft and ‘lying -

The Tasue of Theft ]

/

most in tune with the will of God. To decry /_
. situation ethics as immoral, it would mean ! This is well explained through the use of an example: \ / : == . \
: such a Christian would struggle with this, Jean Valjean in Les Misérables was imprisoned for Sltu.atmn ethics is al Chrlstl_an form of
|« Jesus condemned some actions as always | stealing — specifically stealing a loaf of bread in order for et_hn:_s, anq as steallng.m discouraged
i Wrong. his niece to eat {as she was starving to death). A situation within Ehrlstla.n tez?chmg I:.d!.J'E‘ to -E:D.dus
{ o  Peter Vardy argues that situation ethics ; ethicist would mnsid?rthistu be a moral action —as it is 20:1?}.mnst s_ltuc?tmn ethicists will view
| confuses agape and gives a lack of clear a loving course of action. s'.Leahr_\g as hnlamg !mmnral. Howewver,
guidance. ; situation ethics aims to serve the
'« |tcould also be argued to be easily abused to However, if an 1ndiuic!ua| chose to steal a loaf of bread purpose and Ef‘ld of SEAPE In N
- get what individuals want rather than what because they felt entitled to the bread or simply did not contextual b.asns, meaning that t.h eft
: is moral. : feel like paying for it, then this would be considered to be may be EOI'I_E-IdEI'Ed_thE: most loving
|« william Barclay argues that it creates 5 wmnral. sl / !hmg R E A /

dangers of moral mistakes and harm.
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