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Key Vocabulary 

 

Roaring Twenties/ The Jazz Age/ The Golden Age: Refers to the pleasure-seeking lifestyle of 1920s America after the tough times of the First World War. Jazz music 

provided a soundtrack to this new way of life, whilst many advancements in travel, communication, media and electric lighting also created a faster paced and more 

exciting world after the war. 

The American Dream:  The idea that individuals can achieve success/ what they want in life if they work hard enough, thus  providing inspiration and hope for the 

future. 

Prohibition: Between 1920-1933, the manufacture, transportation and sale of alcohol in America was prohibited by law. It wasn’t illegal to drink alcohol, but the law 

made it difficult for people to access it.  

The Lost Generation: The concept that the First World War had produced a ‘Lost Generation’ in society where individuals wander aimlessly and emotionally empty, 

with a sense of exhaustion and pointlessness.  

Conspicuous Consumption: A term created by American sociologist Thorstein Veblen to describe how the rich outwardly display their wealth through posse ssions. 

Foreshadowing: A hint or indication of what might happen later in the narrative. 

Archetype: A character, action, situation or pattern that seems to represent a universal aspect or quality of human life.  

The Old World and the New World: Competition between the new America and the traditions of Europe/ England, linking back to America’s Declaration of Inde-

pendence on July 4th, 1776 which marked the breakaway from British Empire rule. European clothes, cars and universities show how the Old World is still held in high 

regard as a symbol of status and superiority.  

Self-marketing/ self-improvement: An idea closely linked to the American Dream whereby individuals can reinvent themselves by undertaking practical actions to 

present yourself how to wish to be perceived/ to enable upward social mobility.  

Modernity: New advancements in society at the time and how  these topics/ ideas were reflected in literature. 

Frame narratives: A narrative technique where there is a ‘story within a story’ - ie. The main storyline is framed by shorter narratives to give depth to characters and 

plot. 

 

 


