TAMWORTH
SIXTH FORM

TAMWORTH

SIXTH FORM

Y13 Government Term 1—US Constitution

LIsOIENd

s
COURAGE

wa

w
L

Before 1775 thirteen LS states were British colonies Politics USA - What is the constituticnal framework of the US sovernment?
5 Th_":"ﬁsut’[f’ were: hMasschusetts, New Hamp- = The Dedaration of Independence was sizned in july 1776 The Articles of Confederation was the first constitition for the 13 states
shire, Rhoos island, Comneciiout, Tew Tork, g . “all men are created equal® . This article proposed that ach state would retain it's independ- »
Pennsylvania, Delawars, Mew Jersey, Mary- . However the declaration only talked about men & most black ence & soverei s
land, wWirginia, North Carolina, South Carcfina 2 cHl = ey > 2 CONFEDERATION
ar.d?aea:gia , , 4 p\-Et'l-'pE'\'-“E:r‘:-:tl||:-|E'uE. Poor people WeTe de- . Thesta_t,EuwnuId:a:-l_IEﬂ.:mery c::-mst{:-g:—th&rta discuss B wvote on ams
. Deacrary wes itiedin-eachcolony n|5l._ the right to vote because they did not a!lf‘.:-r:—gn%_dnrr‘-eahlc related ISSL:EE» ] ) TR S
: h ¢ . o property . The articles set up 3 "confederacy’ — a league of friendship
- &lihad written d’a”‘gr-"s_ﬂ'“_“g i ”"‘5" form . The framers of the Dedlaration were all whits, . The government created by the Articles of confederation was W oy
of governmenit and the rights of colonizts = wealthy men weak 50 the nations had achieved their own inde pendence but L
= Each colony had a governor, 3 legisiature & 3 judicary . The declaration declares that the states were had failed to form 3 nation
. The colonies existe d to for Britain’s economic benefit free fromn allesiance to the Britich Crown and
= Resentment towards Britain grew B the war of independence be- that the pean i Buied i e vobs e fres
gan inApril 1775
The Philadelphis Convention rejected two proposed The Constitution laid out the machinery of sowernment
plans; - The Legislature makes the laws
Many Americans beliswed 3 strone sovernment was instrumental to . The Virginia Plan proposed by Wirginia was . The Executive carriss out the laws
SUDoEES rejected because it favoured the bigger state " The judiciary interprets the laws
- By May 1787 the Articles of Confederation had been scrapped - The Naw fersey Plan was also rejected — it had
= At the Philadelphia Convention in May 1787 a group of men re- proposed a one vote per state approach favouring
wrote the constitution — they smaller states
became the founding fathers of . The Convention 3coepte d the Connectiout Compromise
the USA -There would be two chambers of government The Constitution is 3 blend of specificity & vagueness
. The founding fathers included: -The House of Representatives where states were representsd . s well as specifie d rules, there are many ‘impilied powers’ in the Constitution
George Washington, ;::-hnA::tam:s, proportionally to their population . These are powers of the federal government that the constitution does not ex plicitly
Thomas efferson B lames Madizon -The Senate where states would be represented egually regard mention but which are reazonably implied from the delegated powers
te=s of population - .. 1: The powsr to draft people into the army may be im-
C & T i
e Ry e o e Ot —— — — Eﬁl&w:fmm Congress’ enumerated power to raise anarmy &
Articie 1 all legislative powers would be through a Congress ) o LINR. N L e i PR
mm?risingofﬁenate i DfLapEprE::ﬂaﬁvEﬁ . A oode it 3 systematic and authoritative collection of rules n Etf 30:'?':; Eﬂ?ﬂfﬂ? .':-&nc’:?llfinn:-? fr:::l ':;ﬁli:;n&
Article 2 The sxscutive Power shali be vested in a President of . & codified constitution iz 3 full and authoritative sst of rules u itl?l:-d 'Ita_t,Eﬁ’ EEts ) Sl ;
the United States written dowen in a single text n =
Article 3 The judicial power of the US will be vested in cne . The codified constitution consisted of 7 articles
supreme Court & in some inferior Courts which = Articles 1 -3 focus on how the 3 branches of the Federal Govern-
Congress may establish from time to time eyt """:"':I{_h"':'rk ) . Article 1, Sedion § is known as the ‘elastic dause’
Article 4 Federatstate B state- federal . These 3 articles contain 2 list of delegated . With this clause, the powers of the federal government can be stretched beyond the
refationships powers granted to the federal government — specificalty delegated or enumerated powers
Artide 5 Amendment Procedures the federal government did not possess un- . 5o afthough some parts of the Constitution are very explicit —there are vague areas
articke & Miscellaneous provisions it poives s ol sone of 105 powers which has meant that the Constitution has been able to
including the ‘supremacy RN WET eI adapt to the ever changing circumstances of the nation
clause’ - The Constitution aleo includes ‘reserved powers' — powers
that are resenved to the states alons, or the people. This
Another feature of the Constitution is There have been 27 amendments to the constitution, the last s el 10 e rs;later ik
P m— - ‘Concurrent powers' a rE_sha red by the _f:—;lsr al & stats gov-
- This means that the constitution is protect- | |= Sofar all constitutional amendments have come from ermments Suchas ool tine o= S ndding romds
ed from ‘enemy attack’, ie from those fongress
whio would wish to change or abolish amy- - Mo national convention has ever been calied although - — There are 4 ressons why the constitution has I
thing it camee close in 1952 with 32 out of the 34 needed 1o The first 10 amendments to the Constitution are known as the only been amended 2 7 GMES inOver 200 years r:..“m
. Making amendments to the constitution is propose a balanced budget amendment !gill of Righits" 1.  The founding fathers created 3 deliber-
exceedingly difficult, therefore it has . There were 17 proposed amendments between 1893- |[* They were proposed by Congress in September 1789 ately difficult process to amend i
special protection 2001 when Bill Clinton was President — none were rati- |[® They were ratified by % of the states by December 1721 - The Founding Fathers created a docu- Amenmern
a In the Unites States Constitistion, fied - The 'Bill of Rights' was :‘rssignr_—::lfa_rt_lwse stat_e-s‘-:u.'l'-n hade ment that was defiberately unspecific &
entrenchment is . InGeorge Bush's I been reluctant to sign up to the original constitution as wague which has allowed the constitution to evalve
provided through the time as Presi- 1 | 3 they were wary of a powerful without smendments
complex Amendment dent, there were a federal government = 3. The constitution was written to allow the Supreme
prooess & proposed e -\.ﬂ Fl'll{,'.ﬂ me I'!|. - Thess 1032 rr-&nf:lmems e B." ﬂ'u'}éu‘::’ Court to interpret it B therefore make ‘imterpretive’
amendments but [* " SEEN 35 Protecting AMEriCans 4 rather than ‘formal’ amendments
again none were against an over powerful fed- RIGHT 2 - 4_Americans are cavtious about tampering with the
ratified eral government | constitution




