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Y13 Government Term 1 — US Constitution

P TITLE)
5

A

Q

A

" COURAGE

The Constitution is based on 3 key principles The Founding Fathers wanted 3 separation of powers becawse of their fear The term ‘Separation of Powers” is misleading...
. Separation of Powers — the 3 branches of govern- "a of tyramny . “The Constitution Convention of 17 &7 was supposed to have created a
ment 5‘ - “when the legislative and executive powers are united in the same ," government of separated powers. It did nothing of the sort. Rather, it
. checks and balances — the means for each branch to person ... there can be noliberty™ French Writer Montesguisu created 3 government of separated institutions sharing powers.™
partially control the power exercised by the other [174E) Meustadt 1960
branches . Each of these independent yet co-squal branches should check the powsers of . Profeszor 5 E. Finer [1270) described two of the e [
. Federalizm— Political power is divided between a national government the others branches as ‘like two halves of the same bank ?.:’
and a state government, each having their own areas of jurisdiction - =Np person could be in more than one branch at the same time [Obama & Jos note —each useless without the other.” w,
Biden had to resign from the Senate when they became POTUS B WP in 2008 -
Federalizm is the division of powers between a central The powers of the Mational Government are: The powers of the State Governments are:
government and regional sovernments = Print money (bills and coins) == Establish local governments
. The United States has a federal system of zovern- =  Declare war = Issue licenses [driver, hunting, mamriage, etc.)
ment where the sta tes and national government 2 = Establish anarmy and navy = Regulateintrastate (within the state) commerce
exercize separate powers within their own spheres of authority = Enter into treaties with foreign == Conduct elections
. Under the U.5. Constitution, both the national and state governments FoVErNMEents = Ratify amendments to the U5, Constitution
are granted certain exclusive powers and share other powers = Regulate commerce between states and inter- = Provide for public health and safety
. The framers of the constitution wantsd a limited government whereby national trade == Exercise powers neither delegated to the national government nor prohibited from the states
gowernment would only dowhat was essential =  Establish post offices and issue postage = Constitution [For example, setting legal drinking and smoking ages. |
= make laws necessary to enforos the
Canstitutian As America has grown so has the role of the federal sovernment
The powwers shared by the National and State Government ars: Federalism is not specified in the Constitution but itwas . Population growth from 4m in 1720 10 322m in 2015 = more management by government
== Setting up courts ond written into the enumerated powers of the 3 branches of . Industrialization led to 3 need for more government regulation
= Creating and collecting taxes Tl R the federal sovernment . Instant communication has given Americans a sense of national identity
=  Building highways X fi e . 1t was incudedin the irr'pli;::l pcl;'-'=r.=~ of the federal . States looked to the federal government to solve the Great Depression
=  BOrTowing money cj\ =:r-5rnrrl'-5rrt- - b - T . The USA's position as a world superpower has given the federal government
= Making and enforcing laws . Federal government & the states were given concurrent POWETS an enhanced role
== Chartering banks and corporations . The L-::ltl'TArr'sn::Irr'Ent reserved all rEW;inirg powers to the ‘states . = Diecisions made by the Supreme Court have enhance d federal power
== Sp:-!'uding monsy T:-rlths_ betterment of tl_'us g_'snsralwsrfars_ £ tothe people’ . =The 14ath & 16th Amendments have given the federal Zovernment more power
= [oonde = e ; it o : . . .
= Taking (condemning) private property with just compensation | | Finally the Supreme Court was tobe the umpire of all disagree- — T — ceorze Buzh'= feceraliom caw mazzive fegeral
ments between the state and federal governments . 1750 to 1920= — state govt power = overnment snending
The 14th & 15th Amendments hawve gsiven federal sovernment more " 1830 to 18605 — Federal government ede '];—-:M:f o e
Dower - — . 15705 to 2000 — States had more power. | [* Federal government spending grew by
- - There are 4 types of Pederalism . Federal debts led to federal programmes 33% during Bushr's first term
- The Suprems Court used the 14th ameandment to 1. pualfederalism - clear enumerated powers being cut in the 1950s = . The federal budget as a share of GDP
invalidate state segregation in schools, state between national B state, & equal soversiznty H-Il'l.= futn the 1= . grew from 16 4% under Clinton to
R : o ; 4 . Government introduced ‘Unfun ded Man- sr= - =T
restrictions on al:-:-_rtl on £ FI:-r_l::Ia £ 3ttempt in 2000 2. Cooperative federalism - national & state date’ — ctotes told what to do without 20.5% under Bush
L BT e et 5. governmertssharing fncors & colsboratog ¢ suss expanson ofegara government
= £ SHteSuE FrEREEE ReEErEL 4. Creative federalism - overloaded cooperation & crossoutting regu- . The different types of feder- forused on 4 policy areas:
Truman, Kennedy & lohnson the means to launch grand lations [1560-1260) s ex the vears are gl education. Medicare. home-
gFovernment 3. new federalizm - devolution of power from national to state, de- ::;.I:r;;rj,:at'fi?j;i:rrn rﬁ land ' ’
regulation B difficulty of states to fulfil their new mandates TETE '-J"r- security B the economy
Barack Obams's administration saw a
change infederal to state relations Federalizm has conseguences throushowt US sovernment & The U5 Constitution emerzed almaost full Zrown & E The UK Constitution evolved slow by over the years & was
. Bush's second term focused on war politics shaped by the American Revolution — affected by the Englich Civil wars ] |
an::lter:-rlsl'r'_ . . . Legal — variety in state laws on age of marriage, driving [ | Federal system of government & strict sepa- - Constitutional monarchy B uncodifisd
. Obama’s presidential campaign & 3 car, attending school, drug use & death penalty ration of powers . Hereditary peers in Hof Lords & the Inclusionof 2 Fg lle=a
subseguent term of :'fF:::f:’c"E'Ed . Policy — states can trial government policy such as im- . Constitutional Amendments reflect changes to UsA Archbishops & 24 bishops in H of Lords
on delivering his ‘change’ agenda migration reform in Arizona . codified Constitution, single document of 7,000 words . Legistation, civil rights & liberties not entrenched
- War and security against terrorismis| [, Elections — all glections are state bassd & states choose | |« uncodified in terms of no mention of primary elections, . No fixe d term in office for PM
generally 3 federal domain whereas procedures for elections induding presidential the President’s cabinet or powers of Supreme Court ete. . Britizh people are “subjects of the Crown’
domestic policy is usually the do- . political parties — these are mostly stats based parties . 2 termin office rule (22nd Amendment) . Onity 1 of the 2 houses is elected & nosay in PM
main of states . e B states vary in their conservativensss . Provizion for legislation, civil rights & liberties entrenched| |« some referendums recenthy
- This means that during Obama’s first | |, Economic — Huze federal grants go to states, tax is lev- . 10th Amendment - power resides with the people . Fused power between 3 branches
term there were a num- ied by both state and federal governments . Americans have a greater role in electoral processes - Devolved governments- not as powerful as state govts
ber of changes to the ; . sRegional — The South, Midwest, North- . Can only servein one branchata time . Supreme Court is less powerful than US Supreme Court
federal state relation- sast & West have distinct cultures B ac- . One branch cannot interfere in the workings of another . Ministers operate in both legislative & executive branches
ship cents & the Desp South is very conserva- ;ﬂ"’""m . Checks & balances protect the rights & freedoms of . Parfiament can have a vote of ‘no confide nce’ in govt
tive compared to the liberal Mortheast . americans B limit power of government . PM wirites legislation & if a majority then often passed
. Certain powers gramted solehy to national government - Usually a one party government
. Specific & substantive powers to s tate governments . National govt can reclaim devolved powers




