
      CURIOSITY                                  COMPASSION                                       COURAGE               
Curriculum Overview   

Subject  BTEC Applied LAW Year group  12 

Vision statement: At Landau Forte our curriculum exists to ensure all students regardless of background and ability have the opportunity to unlock their potential. We are committed to 
students being challenged from their previous key stage learning experiences.  Our broad and balanced curriculum is ambitious, coherently planned and sequenced, 
and will provide the platform for preparing students with the foundations for examination success.  
 
Our Curriculum Intent has been informed by a wide variety of researchers and is steeped in evidence based research. Christine Counsell summarises the aspiration of 
our curriculum to empower all learners creating a pathway to success in university, their career and life: 
 
‘A curriculum exists to change the pupil, to give the pupil new power.  One acid test for a curriculum is whether it enables even lower attaining or disadvantaged pupils 
to clamber into the discourse and practices of educated people, so that they gain powers of the powerful.’ 
 
As well as excellent academic success we aim to ensure our students leave us as polite and well-rounded young adults. Our new core values of Compassion, Courage 
and Curiosity are currently being embedded throughout our curriculum offer to ensure we continue to meet our social, emotional, spiritual and moral obligations. 

Curriculum 
intent: 

The aim of the Law curriculum at Landau Forte is to develop students who have a comprehensive understanding of the role of civil and criminal law in today's society. 
It is our intent for students to have knowledge of the key areas of English Law: dispute solving in civil law; investigating aspects of criminal law and the legal system 
and applying the law. Students will develop the academic skills of application, analysis, evaluation and research. Students will practice employability skills including: 
cognitive and problem solving skills; intrapersonal skills and interpersonal skills. Students will have the skills to progress to higher education and ultimately to 
employment, possibly in the legal sector but also linking to other Social Sciences such as Sociology and Criminology in particular. The course will be taught using a 
wide range of case studies and legal texts and students will discover the rich history of our legal system which underpins British Values. Developing literacy therefore 
sits at the heart of this curriculum, alongside preparing learners with the skills and knowledge they need for a range of future pathways. The Law curriculum develops 
the students’ legal understanding for future learning, employment and personal and social well-being. Students are encouraged to show curiosity by engaging with 
the lessons and asking in depth, relevant questions in all topic areas, compassion when discussing difficult issues that must be considered such as: family law, fatal 
offences, defences and human rights. This requires us to include kindness, understanding and empathy within the lessons when discussing real life experiences of 
these situations. Courage by creating opportunities for wider learning in the study of Law who wish to pursue apprenticeships in Law or participate in the 
opportunities offered by universities to support the enrichment of students. In Law we build independent learners through the opportunities for further reading and 
study. 

Curriculum Big Ideas 
Civil Law and Criminal Law 
Dispute Solving in Civil Law 

Aspects of criminal law and the legal system 
Applying the Law 

Aspects of Family Law 
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Threshold 

Concepts (TCs): 
 

• TC1: To be able to develop critical thinking skills that will inform research and enhance knowledge around the purposes and functions of law. 

• TC2: To demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the law using legal terminology. 

• TC3: To demonstrate the ability to use relevant case laws to form persuasive arguments and analytical writing skills. 

• TC4: To be able to apply and analyse the law, demonstrating the ability to interpret the potential impact, outcome and influence on future cases 

• TC5: Evaluate evidence to make informed judgements with appropriate justification, synthesising ideas and evidence from several sources to support 
arguments. 

   Learner skills: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Critical thinking 
 

 

Evaluation 
 

 
 
 

Collaboration 
 

 

Adaptability 
 

 

Oracy 
 

 

Self-quizzing 
 

 

Year 12 Applied 
Law 

Term 1 Aug-Oct Term 2 Nov-Dec Term 3 Jan-Feb Term 4 Mar-Apr Term 5 Apr-May Term 6 Jun-Jul 

The Big Question UNIT 1- Understanding  the structure of the civil courts as well as alternative methods of dispute resolution. 
UNIT 2- Understanding of how different laws are made, both inside and outside of Parliament and how they are interpreted in the courts. 
 

Big picture 
questions: 

UNIT 1-DISPUTE 
SOLVING IN CIVIL LAW 
External Unit  
 
Learning aim A Civil dispute 
Resolution: 
What is civil law and whom 
does it affect? What is the 
difference between Standard 
and burden of proof in civil 
cases. (A1) 
What are the two types of 
courts used in the English civil 
courts? How do each court 
operate in terms of cases? (A2)  
 
Learning aim C How precedent 
works 
How does precedent works 

UNIT 1-DISPUTE 
SOLVING IN CIVIL LAW 
 
Learning aim D Application of 
the law of negligence: 
Explain the burden of proof 
and res ipsa loquitur (D4) 

 
Learning aim B Enforcement of 
civil law 
If you have a legal problem, 
who can you seek for advice? 
(B1) 
What are the different ways of 
funding legal costs? (B2) 
What are the costs of taking 
legal action? (B3) 
 
 

Unit 2- Investigating 
Aspects of Criminal Law 
and the Legal System 
Internal Unit 
 
Learning aim A Explore how 
statutory rules are made and 
interpreted 
How is criminal law different to 
civil law? (A1) 
What are the legal influences 
and law making procedures on 
parliament?(A2) 
How are statutes interpreted 
by the courts? (A4) 

 
 

Unit 2- Investigating 
Aspects of Criminal Law 
and the Legal System 
 
 
Learning aim C Explore the 
various legal personnel 
involved in a criminal trial 
 
Who are the legal personnel 
involved in a criminal trial? (C1)  
How are legal professionals 
regulated? (C2)  
Who are lay people and what 
do they do? (C3) 
What are the main differences 
between a crown court and a 
magistrates’ court? (C4) 
 

Unit 2- Investigating 
Aspects of Criminal Law 
and the Legal System 
 
 
Learning aim D Apply the key 
elements of crime and 
sentencing in nonfatal offence 
case studies 
 
What are aggravating and 
mitigating factors involved in 
sentencing (D4)  
What are the different types of 
sentences (D5) 

Unit 3- Apply the Law 
External Unit 
 
 
 
Learning aim E- An overview of 
police powers 
 
What is Stop and Search and 
what legislations are used by 
the police? (E1)  
 
What happens during an arrest, 
including the procedure and 
relevant rights and 
powers?(E2)  
 
What are the roles and 
purposes of detention, 
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When can binding precedence 
be changed? 
 
Learning aim D Application of 
the law of negligence 
What is negligence and how is 
the law of negligence applied? 
What is Duty of care? (D1) 
What is a Breach of duty?What 
are the differences in the types 
of reasonable person test? (D2) 
What is damage?  
Explain special and general 
damages (D3) 

 

 
 
Learning aim A Civil dispute 
Resolution: 
What is alternative dispute 
resolution (ADR)? What are the 
main advantages and 
disadvantages of ADR? (A3)  
What legal skills are required to 
work in the civil court system? 
(A4) 
 
 

Learning aim B Examine how 
legislation is processes in a 
leaflet format. made outside 
of Parliament 

 
What is delegated 
legislation?(B1) 
How does the EU effect UK 
Law? (B2) 
 
 
 
 

Learning aim D Apply the key 
elements of crime and 
sentencing in nonfatal offence 
case studies 
 
What is negligence and how is 
the law of negligence applied? 
(D1) 
How do we sentence non fatal 
offences? (D2)  
What is sentencing and its aim? 
(D3)  
  

interviews, and 
searches/samples in a criminal 
investigation? (E3)  
 
 
Learning A The laws relating to 
homicide: murder, voluntary 
manslaughter and 
involuntary manslaughter: 
 
What are the Laws relating to 
homicide: Murder and 
Voluntary Manslaughter? (A1) 

 

Content  
(Linked to TCs): 

 
 

•TC1: To be able to develop 
critical thinking skills that will 
inform research and enhance 
knowledge around the 
purposes and functions of law. 
•TC2: To demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding 
of the law using legal 
terminology. 
•TC3: To demonstrate the 
ability to use relevant case laws 
to form persuasive arguments 
and analytical writing skills. 
•TC4: To be able to apply and 
analyse the law, demonstrating 
the ability to interpret the 
potential impact, outcome and 
influence on future cases 
•TC5: Evaluate evidence to 
make informed judgements 
with appropriate justification, 
synthesising ideas and 
evidence from several sources 
to support arguments. 

•TC1: To be able to develop 
critical thinking skills that will 
inform research and enhance 
knowledge around the 
purposes and functions of law. 
•TC2: To demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding 
of the law using legal 
terminology. 
•TC3: To demonstrate the 
ability to use relevant case laws 
to form persuasive arguments 
and analytical writing skills. 
•TC4: To be able to apply and 
analyse the law, demonstrating 
the ability to interpret the 
potential impact, outcome and 
influence on future cases 
•TC5: Evaluate evidence to 
make informed judgements 
with appropriate justification, 
synthesising ideas and 
evidence from several sources 
to support arguments. 

•TC1: To be able to develop 
critical thinking skills that will 
inform research and enhance 
knowledge around the 
purposes and functions of law. 
•TC2: To demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding 
of the law using legal 
terminology. 
•TC3: To demonstrate the 
ability to use relevant case laws 
to form persuasive arguments 
and analytical writing skills. 
•TC4: To be able to apply and 
analyse the law, demonstrating 
the ability to interpret the 
potential impact, outcome and 
influence on future cases 
•TC5: Evaluate evidence to 
make informed judgements 
with appropriate justification, 
synthesising ideas and 
evidence from several sources 
to support arguments. 

•TC1: To be able to develop 
critical thinking skills that will 
inform research and enhance 
knowledge around the 
purposes and functions of law. 
•TC2: To demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding 
of the law using legal 
terminology. 
•TC3: To demonstrate the 
ability to use relevant case laws 
to form persuasive arguments 
and analytical writing skills. 
•TC4: To be able to apply and 
analyse the law, demonstrating 
the ability to interpret the 
potential impact, outcome and 
influence on future cases 
•TC5: Evaluate evidence to 
make informed judgements 
with appropriate justification, 
synthesising ideas and 
evidence from several sources 
to support arguments. 

•TC1: To be able to develop 
critical thinking skills that will 
inform research and enhance 
knowledge around the 
purposes and functions of law. 
•TC2: To demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding 
of the law using legal 
terminology. 
•TC3: To demonstrate the 
ability to use relevant case laws 
to form persuasive arguments 
and analytical writing skills. 
•TC4: To be able to apply and 
analyse the law, demonstrating 
the ability to interpret the 
potential impact, outcome and 
influence on future cases 
•TC5: Evaluate evidence to 
make informed judgements 
with appropriate justification, 
synthesising ideas and 
evidence from several sources 
to support arguments. 

•TC1: To be able to develop 
critical thinking skills that will 
inform research and enhance 
knowledge around the 
purposes and functions of law. 
•TC2: To demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding 
of the law using legal 
terminology. 
•TC3: To demonstrate the 
ability to use relevant case laws 
to form persuasive arguments 
and analytical writing skills. 
•TC4: To be able to apply and 
analyse the law, demonstrating 
the ability to interpret the 
potential impact, outcome and 
influence on future cases 
•TC5: Evaluate evidence to 
make informed judgements 
with appropriate justification, 
synthesising ideas and 
evidence from several sources 
to support arguments. 

Key vocabulary: 
 

Claimant, Defendant, Law of 
tort, Negligence, Contract law, 
Compensation, Burden of 
Proof, Doctrine of precedent, 
District judge, Circuit judge, 
Judicial precedent, Arbitrator, 
Mediation, Negotiation, 
Ombudsman, Parliament, 
Precedent, Solicitor, Barrister, 

Car rank rule, Litigation, Pro 
bono, Asset, Causation, ‘But for 
test’, Remoteness of damage, 
Damages, Loss of amenity, 
Mitigate their loss, Annuity, 
Res ipsa laquitur.  

Parliament, Legislation, 
Government, Codification, 
Repeal of obsolete law, Bill, 
Double jeopardy rule, House of 
Commons, House of Lords, 
Monachy, Executive, Judiciary, 
Green Paper, White Paper, 
Legal executives, Paralegals, 
Bar, Legal Ombudsman, 

Enabling Act, Treaties, Direct 
effect, Actus reus, Mens rea, 
Chain of causation, Novus actus 
interveniens, Assault, Battery, 
Summary offences, 
Retribution, Detterrence, 
Rehabilitation, Reparation, 
Denunciation, Community 
order, Aggravating factors, 

Actus reus, Mens rea, Chain of 
causation, Novus actus 
interveniens, Assault, Battery, 
Summary offences, 
Retribution, Detterrence, 
Rehabilitation, Reparation, 
Denunciation, Community 
order, Aggravating factors, 
Mitigating factors, Custodial 

Fatal Offence, Homicide, 
Common law, Transferred 
Malice, Factual causation, Legal 
causation, Law Commission, 
Partial defence, Manslaughter, 
Mitigating circumstances, 
Diminished responsibility. 
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Binding precedent, Per 
Incuriam, Ratio decidendi.   

Professional misconduct, Laye 
people, Magistrates, Jurors. 
Plea in mitigation.    

Mitigating factors, Custodial 
sentences. 

sentences. 

Assessment: 
 
 
 

UNIT 1 KLT computer 
assessment Activity 1- 
Learning AIM A and D. 

UNIT 1 KLT computer 
assessment Activity 2- 
Learning AIM B and C. 

EXTERNAL EXAM 
 
Internal Unit 2.  
KLT- MCQ Learnming aim A+B 

 
 
Internal Unit 2.  
KLT- MCQ Learnming aim C 

 
 
Internal Unit 2.  
KLT- MCQ Learnming aim D 

Unit 3: Apply the Law- 
External UNIT 
 

Key/Historical 
misconceptions 

in this unit: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning AIM A Misconception: 
Thinking that civil cases are 
always heard in the High Court. 
- Reality: Civil cases can be 
heard in various courts, 
including the County Court and 
the High Court, depending on 
the complexity and value of the 
claim. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
civil cases are always decided 
by a jury. 
- Reality: Most civil cases are 
decided by a judge without a 
jury. 
 
Learning AIM D 
- Misconception: Thinking that 
ADR is only used for small 
claims. 
- Reality: ADR can be used for a 
wide range of disputes, 
including complex and high-
value cases. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
ADR is a replacement for the 
court system. 
- Reality: ADR is often used in 
conjunction with the court 
system to provide an 
alternative means of resolving 
disputes. 

Learning AIM C 
Misconception: Thinking that 
all civil disputes involve money. 
- Reality: Civil disputes can 
involve a range of issues, 
including damages, injunctions, 
and declarations. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
civil disputes are always 
resolved through trial. 
- Reality: Many civil disputes 
are resolved through 
alternative dispute resolution 
(ADR) methods, such as 
mediation and negotiation. 
 
Learning AIM B 
- Misconception: Thinking that 
negligence requires intent to 
harm. 
- Reality: Negligence involves a 
breach of duty of care, which 
can result from carelessness or 
recklessness, rather than intent 
to harm. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
duty of care only applies to 
specific relationships. 
- Reality: Duty of care can apply 
to a wide range of situations, 
including those involving 
professionals, businesses, and 
individuals. 
 
 

Learning AIM A 
Misconception: Thinking that 
all crimes require intent. 
- Reality: Some crimes, known 
as strict liability offenses, do 
not require intent. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
actus reus and mens rea are 
the same thing. 
- Reality: Actus reus refers to 
the physical element of a 
crime, while mens rea refers to 
the mental element. 
 
Learning AIM B 
- Misconception: Thinking that 
all crimes are indictable 
offenses. 
- Reality: Crimes can be 
classified as indictable 
offenses, summary offenses, or 
either-way offenses. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
all crimes require a victim. 
- Reality: Some crimes, such as 
possession offenses, do not 
require a victim. 

Learning AIM C 
Misconception: Thinking that 
the police have unlimited 
powers. 
- Reality: The police are subject 
to various legal constraints and 
guidelines, such as PACE 1984. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
the police always need a 
warrant to arrest someone. 
- Reality: The police can arrest 
someone without a warrant in 
certain circumstances. 
 
Learning AIM D 
- Misconception: Thinking that 
forensic evidence is always 
conclusive. 
- Reality: Forensic evidence can 
be subject to interpretation 
and may not always be 
conclusive. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
eyewitness testimony is always 
reliable. 
- Reality: Eyewitness testimony 
can be unreliable and subject 
to various biases. 

Learning AIM D 
- Misconception: Thinking that 
the trial process is always fair 
and impartial. 
- Reality: While the trial 
process aims to be fair and 
impartial, there can be issues 
with bias, prejudice, and other 
factors that may impact the 
outcome. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
sentencing is solely based on 
the severity of the offense. 
- Reality: Sentencing takes into 
account various factors, 
including aggravating and 
mitigating circumstances, the 
defendant's background, and 
the impact on victims. 

Learning AIM E Misconception: 
Thinking that the trial process 
is always fair and impartial. 
- Reality: While the trial 
process aims to be fair and 
impartial, there can be issues 
with bias, prejudice, and other 
factors that may impact the 
outcome. 
- Misconception: Believing that 
sentencing is solely based on 
the severity of the offense. 
- Reality: Sentencing takes into 
account various factors, 
including aggravating and 
mitigating circumstances, the 
defendant's background, and 
the impact on victims. 
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Sequencing: We have chosen to sequence the year X curriculum like this because… 

The BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Applied Law is designed to appeal to learners who are interested in a career in law. The course is vocational helping to prepare students to 
enter the modern world of work, apprenticeships or to continue their studies at University. Coursework assignments are practical in nature and encompass real world learning at all 
times, whilst the set-task elements help develop core skills inherent within all aspects of the legal sector such as analysing the law, applying it, using precedent and making reasoned 
conclusions in light of the given facts. 
 
The BTEC Level 3 Extended certificate in Applied Law is the equivalent to an A-level. This requires students to complete the three mandatory units over two years, plus an optional 
specialist unit in the second year. The mandatory units for Applied Law sequencing adheres to the Pearsons specification. 
 
Mandatory units- There are three mandatory units that learners must complete, one internal and two external. Learners must complete and achieve at Near Pass grade or above in all 
mandatory external units and achieve a Pass or above in all mandatory internal units. The three mandatory units are:- 
 
Unit 1-Dispute Solving in Civil Law- External Assessment: Learners will explore how civil disputes are resolved, both in the courts and by alternative means. Students will also examine 
precedent and its application in the law of negligence together with sources of advice, funding, resolution and remedies. Learners will also develop legal skills in research and will use 
these research skills to investigate the way in which the law is applied, including the ability to reference legal sources and how to communicate professionally with colleagues and 
clients. Unit 1 is assessed through a set-task that is 90 minutes whereby learners will have to compose a response in Microsoft Word to two questions or ‘activities’, with learners 
assuming the role of ‘Trainee Solicitors’. The first activity involves producing client notes explaining, analysing and applying the law of negligence to a given scenario, considering the 
facts and drawing conclusions as to whether a case for negligence is likely to be successful. The second activity involves writing a letter to the client, selecting and explaining relevant 
aspects of the theory in relation to their specific question.  
 
Unit 2-Investigating Aspects of Criminal Law and the Legal System- Internal Assessment:  Students will learn how laws are made and interpreted, who advises and decides on the 
outcome of criminal cases and the punishments that can be imposed if laws are broken. They will then present advice to clients on non-fatal offence case studies.  In this unit, learners 
will develop the skills to investigate and research how different laws are made both inside and outside Parliament and then interpreted in courts. Learners will use research skills to 
investigate the way in which the law is developed and applied. This unit will provide an understanding of the way the criminal justice system works in the United Kingdom. It will 
provide the opportunity to develop decision-making, communication, presentation and critical-thinking skills. Learners will be taught the theory prior to an assignment being issued and 
will then be given a set period to produce an assignment and provide evidence in support of the targeted criteria.  Assignment tasks typically involve researching information, 
explaining key concepts, applying the theory to a given set of scenarios, analysing impacts, drawing conclusions and producing evaluations.   
 
Unit 3- Applying the Law- External Assessment: Learners will examine the law relating to specific crimes, including murder and manslaughter and also offences against property, such 
as theft and burglary. Students will also explore the police procedures for dealing with such offences, in addition to considering the impact and consequences of crime. Learners will 
also examine the law relating to arrest, detention and searching people and property. Students will also examine case law relating to real-life crimes and will need to be aware of 
specific Acts of Parliament that relate to criminal offences and police procedures. Problem-solving skills and legal research skills are central to a student’s learning and these skills will 
be used to investigate the way in which the law is developed and applied in addition to decision-making and communication skills, where learners may have to decide how to advise 
clients or how the police should respond to a particular situation. Analytical and critical-thinking skills will also be developed. Learners will be given a pre-release brief outlining details 
of scenarios, from which they can conduct additional research into key precedents in order to form their notes. Tackling two activities, learners will be expected to apply their 
knowledge on the fatal offences, property offences, any relevant defences and the police powers under the PACE Act 1984 to given scenarios, making judgements and applying 
precedent to support their analyses and conclusions. 
Optional units 
Learners must complete at least one optional unit. We can choose from Aspects of Family Law, Consumer Law, Contract Law or Aspects of Tort. 
 
Unit 4: Aspects of Family Law - Internal Assessment: This unit covers the laws regarding the formation and ending of legal adult relationships and the rights and responsibilities 
conferred on the relationships under law. Family law is an area of law that deals with some of the most important and sensitive aspects of our lives, with the courts mainly getting 
involved only when there are disputes that need to be resolved. This unit will provide an understanding of the laws governing parenthood and parental responsibility and will examine 
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how the courts resolve disputes regarding children. There are various legal regulations governing our family lives and the formation of adult relationships. Students will also examine 
how property and financial disputes are settled after divorce or dissolution. This unit will enable learners to understand and evaluate key aspects of family law, giving a good 
foundation for higher level study in law and professional careers in the field. Assignment tasks typically involve researching information, explaining key concepts, applying the theory to 
a given set of scenarios, analysing impacts, drawing conclusions and producing evaluations.   
 

National 
Curriculum plus: 

The Law Department prides itself on its varied enrichment programme. Guest speakers from different legal backgrounds, visits to the courts and an auction house, will enrich the 
learning experience and add a practical aspect to the course. Studies will include visits to The Supreme Court, The Old Bailey and The Royal Courts of Justice as well as Law Schools and 
Conferences. The qualification is designed to develop knowledge and skills for the further study of law, but will also combine well with similar subjects such as criminology and 
business. The transferable skills acquired during study of this course allow for progression into a variety of routes which are not all law related. It will enable learners to apply 
theoretical knowledge of the law into real life scenarios whilst considering the deeper level of evaluation of our society and the rules that govern our lives. 
 

 




